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further reinforced by the thought that they are fighting not only
for themselves, not only for their own fatherland, but also for the
freedom and independence of all nations. . . .
The present war, regrettable as it is, must lead at least to a
stable and just peace based on the principle of self-determination
of nations and social security, a peace which guarantees to every
country independence and liberty in arranging its internal
affairs.
This implies the tremendous importance of the post-war
organisation of peace. Perhaps the time has not yet arrived to
discuss this very complicated problem in detail or to envisage
the exact shape of things after the war. But one thing is clear
already. Your country and my country, in friendly co-operation
with the U.S.A., will be called upon to play a very great r61e
not only in the fighting and eventual crushing of Nazi Germany,
but also in the post-war reconstruction of Europe and of the
world.
From this angle I warmly welcome Mr. Eden's announcement
that the British Government would like to base its post-war
policy on the principle of the closest possible collaboration with
the U.S.S.R. I fully reciprocate this desire. My Government
would like also to base its post-war policy on the closest possible
collaboration with Great Britain. It would be futile to gainsay
that there are still certain difficulties in the way of this being
accomplished, but with good-will on both sides they can and
should be overcome.
M, MAISKY, the Soviet Ambassador, in a Speech
to the Anglo-Soviet Public Relations Committee,
November 21, 1941.
In leaving the Soviet Union after having spent eighteen months
in your wonderful country, I would like to express my recogni-
tion of the generous attitude and friendship to myself which I
have met with in your midst.
Having lived with you in the heart of the struggle, having
witnessed the suffering endured with the patient conviction which
has its roots in the righteousness of your cause, I have been the
honoured spectator of the undying courage of your Red Army
and Air Force, which, through long and anxious months, have
slowly worn down the hitherto unbeaten armies of Germany